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j tremely difficult to provide even In our
! 'arge cities, and nuite impossible here. NATIONAL AND STATE HOMESYIOHEH IN THE HOSPITALS

looking the Narragscsett bay.. Ths site was
presented by the citizens of Dristo!. It accom-
modates sevenU-fiv- e veieram. The Connect
cut Home at Naroton has splendid quarters
for ZOO. The New Jersey Horns at Kearney
has fius barracks for the 'IC"J iomaiea. Cali-
fornia's home at Yountville was one of the
first established; it cares for about three hun-
dred. The pretty little home of Colorado is at
Monte Vista, where twenty-fiv- e old fellows ars
made comfortable. Ihe boms of far away
Washington cares for fortj-on- t rctersus at
Ortiog.

In ihe State homes mentioned only the old
soldiers ars cared for. In three States. Ne-
braska, Wisconsin and Kansas, there are other

cared for in camp with their comrades than
. in hospitals. The food is the same to both
places, and the mediral treatment the
same, when there is any. In tne hospital
the nick men lie on rotten straw; in the
camp we provide clean hemlock or pine
boughs, with the stems cut out, or husks
when we can 'jerk' them from a aecesh
corntield. In the hospitals the nurses are
convalescent soldiers, so nearly sick them-
selves that they ought to be In the wards,
and from tbir feebleness they are stilish
and somstimesinhaman in their treatment
of patients."

MKS. LIVERMOHE'S INVESTIGATION.
The letter was written while McClellan

was still "strategizinc" and the war hardly
began. In December, lb2, Mrs. Livermore
found that this state of aflair still con-
tinued. She visited the hospitaLcampnear
Alexandria, known as 'CaniD Misery." and
found there 12.000 convalescent soldiers
uttering for lack of food, clothing and fuel;

in another camp hospital 800, and in all the
military hospitals around Washington,
numbering about forty, she found 0,000

sick and wounded soldiers, to whom the
attention bestowed on Northern cattle
would have been a boon. It would have at
least allorded them food, shelter and
clean straw for bedding. Most of
the poor fellows were poorly clad,
without blankets, straw or money,
thou a h many of them had half
a year's pay due them. They were
lodged, right in the midst of a severe win-
ter, in Sibley ten s of the smallest pattern,
five or six to a tent, without Moors or fires,
or means sf making any, amid deep mud or
frozen clods. They were obliged to cook
their own food and obtain their own fuel.
They slept on the bare ground, or, when it
rained, in the rnnd. Their food was the
uninviting ration provided for healthy
men. The surgeons only visited tho hospi-
tal of the camp, and that once a day. As
it was full and running over, many who
were seriously ill were turned away each

artists love to pieture. From a wide veranda
in front of the chipel there is a hid to which
the survivors of titrsbur? point with pride
as being the counterpart of "Little Roundtop."
The buildtDpt about the home, which is second
only to Dayton, have accommodations tor over
3,000. aud are constructed of a fine red brick
made at the home kilos, an in luttry whiea is
rroirin?. The architecture it Gothic and all
modern improvements have been introduced.
There is a beautiful little theater with several
set of scenery, whieh was painted by one of the
veterans, and excellent companies are booked

'durinz the season. The chapel is a reversible
affair like. Stockton's picture. The Protestant
pulpit and Bible occupy one end and the
Catholic altar the other. The vetersns face the
Protestant propounder of tbe copel in tbe
mornicc&nd in the afternoon flop the seats
over, and, resolutely catinjr ail appearance of
Protestantism behiud them, listen to Catholio
doctrine. The novel plan works likeacbarm.

The buildings are all stesm heated, and they
have their own electrio plant, ns well as shops
for various industries, where the old fallows
who can and want may ply their trade. There
is a line library and reading room. One of the
striking features of the Leavenworth Home is
the beautiful memorial window, a life-- s xe
representation of General Grant on horseback.
Maybe the old fellows don't ay their prayers
to it, but there are lots of them who would
countit no sin, and sme of them never pass it
without saluting. The 640 seres comprising
the home erouuds were donated by the city of
Leaven wor tb and a bonus of 150,000.

At Santa Monica, Cal., is another branch
called the PacihV Home. It was established
ou the coast largely for tbe inva ids who need
the bracing salt air. It is near Los Anrele,
aud has accommodations for 700. It is in a
subtropical latitude, on a plateau at the foot
of the Sierra Madre, and the ahimmery ailver
creeu of the Paoifle, sail dotted and island
gemmed, spreads out before it.

The newest branch of the home is at Marion,
Ind. It is picturesquely situated on the Mis-sissine-

river, a tributary of tbe Wabisb. It
comprises twelve handsome atone barracks,
with wide veramlas around them. It is lighted
and heated by natural gas. The grounds ere

on what they had seen, and the result in
money and supplies wasthe means ol keep
ing the women in the hospitals, where
their very presence acted like an elixir to
the "boys." Influential women, notably
Mrs. Livermore. Mother liickerdy ke. Aunt
liecky l'oineroy and Mrs. Harris went to
President Lincoln and besought bis per-
sonal intercession in behalf of better hos-
pital service, which was at last secured,
but not until thoasauds of brave lives had
been sacrificed.

While the women in the North were
stitchiug prayers in the seams of shirts,
bedewing linen bandages with their tears,
and reading warnewi while they held their
babies and knitted woolen socks, the no
whit braver women who had taken np the
work In the South were laying youth, good
looks and lives on the altar of loyalty as
they braved tho rebel bullets, malarial
swamp marches and camp fevers. Among
the bravecatnp followers, or "camp angels."
as the soldiers o tiled them, was Mrs. It. II.
Spencer, of New York, who enlisted with
her husband, though her sex forbade en-
rollment. Her first taste of thelifeof hard-
ships was on her arrival in Washington,
when, in lieu of a bed and room, she slept
on a bench outside the door of tbe "Sol-
diers' Rest." and when her husband went
to the front she went along, She was a
daring horsewoman, and, wben tbe
troops were nnder marching orders,
she rode her horse, carrying her
bedding, cooking utensils, a scauty supply
of clothing, and about three hundred and
fifty pouuds of supplies for tbe sick. In
addition to these, she took charge of huge
piles of coats belonging to the weary men.
She went on numberless foraging expedi-
tions, and never failed to come back load-
ed down with delicacies for the sick and
wounded, for whom she tenderly cared. At
Wind Mill Point. Helle Plain. Gettysburg,
and on the Ifappahannock. after the Wil-
derness. Mrs. Spencer and hor "horseback
Hospital'' did splendid service.

At Mnrfreesboro, two seminaries, a col-
lege, a large block of stores and abotel were
taken for hospitals, and in these tbe women
did yeoman service. They Improvised beds,
foraged for supplies, prepared dainty

Where the Veterans Pass Their
Declining Years in Comfort.

The Nation Has Been Generous, and
' Twenty of the States Have Followed

the Example of the Government.

In the matter of caring for its defenders the
United States government has been prompt
and liberal. Even before the Southern Con-

federacy had concluded to lie down and die
steps had been taken to house and care for
the maimed aud helpless wrecks of the civil
war, and jutt one month before Lee's surren-
der President Lincoln signed the bill which
insured the noblest testimonial to the brave
soldier boys that ever was known in the his-

tory of the world. It was the act creating the
National Soldiers' Heme.

In 1843, after the elosa of the Mexican war,
Gen. Winfield Soott saw that some national
asylum for wounded and sick: soldiers, such as
the Hotel Des Invalides in Paris or the Green-
wich Hospital in England, was much needed
in this country, and through bis eorta the
Soldiers' Home in Washington was established.
It was at first styled a Military Asylum, aud
has always been used for the sisk and disabled
of the regular army, though volunteer veter-
ans srs sheltered there at times. On the plan
of this first military aiylutn the National Sol-dierf- c'

Home was erected. . i

If the United States is taken for an example
it eannotbe eaid that republics are ungrateful.

DAYTON SOLDIERS' IIOMF. .

SCICNK.

'For God's sake, give ns bread,' came from
many of the wounded soldiers as we went
on board. Others, shot in the face or neck.
begged for liquid food. With indignation.
sname and sorrow blending, we tunica
away to see what resources we could mus-
ter to meet the demand. A box ox tea, a
barrel of corn meal, sundry parcels of dried
fruits, a few crackers, ginger cakes, dried
rusk, sundry jars of jelly and pickles wero
seized upon. Soldiers and contrabands
were impressed into service, all tbe cooking
arrangements of three families appropriated
by permission, and soon three pounds of
tea were boiling and many gallons of gruel
blubbering. In the meantime all tbe bread
weconld buy in the town Old Point Com-
fort twenty. five loaves, were cnt into
slices and jellied, pickles ere got in readi-
ness, and in an incredibly short time we
were back on the boat with tbe poor suf-
ferers. When we had dealt oat
nearly all the bread, a surgeon came in and
cried. 'Ho pleaso keep some for tbe poor
fellows in the bold; they are so badly oft
for everything.' Sown left the ravenous
boys and with the remnant of food remain-
ing threaded our way througn the Butter-
ing crowd, amid such exclamations as 'Oh,
please don't touch my foot!' or 'For God'a
sake don't touch my arm;' another,
'Please don't move the blanket I'm so ter-
ribly cut up.' and on down to the hold.
where were 15 ) very sick men. It was like
plunging into a vapor bath, so hot. close,
and full of moisture, and so vile with hor-
rible smells. We doled out our bread,
pickles, oranges and tea. which was earned
around In a bucket; it bad sugar, but no
milk. Poor, mangled fellows! They were
so radiantly jjratnied for the mean service,
but the best that we could give them."

Another tield tilled by women in the hos-
pital service was that of superintendent of
tho "diet kitchens." The plan was orig-
inated by Mrs. Annie Wittenmeyer, and
she received special orders from the War
Department to establish them in all the
general hospitals of the government and
tree transportation for her materials. The
design of the kitchen was to have prepared
for the men who were under treatment
such articles of food and delicacies as are
grateful to tho sick and at the name time
may be allowed with safety. They were
first adopted in the Department of the
Cumberland, then in that of the Mississip-
pi, and tho results were so unexpectedly
beneficial that Mrs. Wittenmeyer was
asked to extend the work to the Army of
thii Potomac. This she did in the winter
of 18t!4, and continued it nntil the war
closed. The women who wero in this de-
partment were many of them from the
highest circles of society educated, re-lin- ed

and accomplished and they per-
formed their labors under the direction of
tbe surgeons, who appointed their stations
and approved their preparations.

THE CLOSING SCENES.
The closing scenes In this hospital drama

were even more tragic than any that had
gone before, and, as in every chapter from
the birth to the death, women were there
to soothe and succor. The following is from
a letter dated at Annapolis, Deo. 8, 1SC4.

where its writer. Mrs. Lydia G. Parrish,
was stationed by the Sanitary Commission
to matronizo the work of caring for the
home-comin- g prisoners: "I was early at
the landing. 8 and a half o'clock in the
morning, before the boat threw out her
ropes for security. The first one brought
two hundred bad cases, which tbe naval
surgeon told me should properly go to tbe
hospital near by, were it not that others
were coming, every one of whom was in
the most wretched condition imaginable.
They were, therefore, sent in ambulanoes
to Camp Parole Hospital, distant
two miles, after being washed and
fed at the barracks. In a
short time another boatload drew
near, and oh! such a scene of snlTering hu-
manity I desire never to behold again. The
whole deck was n bed of straw for our ex-
hausted, starved, emaciated, dying fellow-creature- s.

Of the 530 that lett Savannah,
the surgeon informed me notover twohun-dre- d

would survive; fifty had died on tbe
passage, three died while tbo boat was
coming to land. 1 saw five men dying as
they were carried on stretchers from tho
bo it to the naval hospital. Stretchers were
provided, and each bad four uttendauts,
who stood in line and came up promptly,
one after the other, to receive the sutterers
as they were carried oil the boat. There
was no confusion, no noise; all acted with
perfert military order. . Oh! it was a sol-
emn funeral service to many a brave sol-
dier that was thus being performed by kind
hearts and bands.

"Some had become insane; their wild
gaze und clinched teeth convinced the ob-
server that reason had tied; others were
idiotic; a few lying in spasms; perhaps the
realization of the hope long cherished, yet
oft deferred, or tbo welcome sound of tbe
music sent forth by the military band was

.more thau their exhausted nature could
bear. Wben blankets were thrown over
them no ono would have supposed that a
human form lay beneath, save for the
small promincnoes winch tho bony head
and feet indicated. On! God of justice,
what retribution awaits tbe perpetrators of
euob slow and awful murder.

M'he hair of somo was matted together,
like beasts of tho stall, which lie down in
their own filth. Vermin are over them.
Nearly every man was darkened by sourvy,
or black with rough scales and with scor-
butic sores. One in particular was reduced
to tho merest skeleton, bis fact;, neck and
feet covered with thick green mold. A
number who bad government clothes given
them on the boat were too feeble to put
them on. And were carried ashore partially
dressed, hugging their clothing with a
death grasp that they could not be per-
suaded to yield. It was not infrequent to
hear a man feebly call; as be laid on a
stretcher. ''Don't take my clothes!" "Oh
sav my new shoes," "Pont let my socks
go back to Andersonville." In their wild
death struggle, with bony arms and hands
extended, they would bold up their new
socks, that could not be put on because of
their swollen limbs, saying, "Save 'em till I
get home. In a little while, however, the
souls of many were released from their
wornout frames and borne to that higher
home where all things are registered for a
great day of account."

Amid scenes like these the loynl women
of the North, assisted by a hondlul of brave
Southern sisters, went about doing God's
own work in tbo field. --camp and transport
hospitals of the war of the rebellion. Hun-
dreds of thote who labored thus nr name-
less in history, but tbe recording angel
keeps a muster roll which there is no gain-
saying, and on its clean white pages the
names that gloam brightest are those of
the self-sacrifici- ng women who did "hos-
pital service" for C'nole Sam.

HOW HIE CUMKKltLAND WENT DOWN.
Gray swept tho angry waves

O'er tho gallant and tho true.
Rolled httfh In inHinrfet craves

O'er the stately frigate's crow-O- ver

eaiinon. over deck.
Over all that clsastly wreck

When tbe Cumberland went down.

Such a roar the waters rent.
As thoub a clant died.

When the wailing billows went
Above those heroes tried:

And tbo sheeted loam leap'd Inch,
Like white ghosts lu-niu-

st the sky
As the Cumberland went down.

Oh! shrieking waves that gushed
Above that loyal band.

Your cold, cold burial rushed
O'er many a heart ou laml;

And from all the startle. I North
A cry of pain went forth

As tho Cumberland wt nt down.

And ancient woods, thit gave
A thousand years of jower

To her lnntship or the wave
And her beauty's rck';il dower,

Be rit. as though before a blast.
When plunged her pennoned mast.

And tbe Cumberland went down.

And grimy n.lues that sent
To l.er their virgin strength.

Arid iron vigor lent
To knit her lordly len.'th.

Wildly ntlrred with throbs of life
Echoes or that fatal strife.

. ' As the Cuiuberluud went down.

Beneath the ocean vast
Full may a captain bold

By many a rolling mast.
And admiral of old.

Rolled restless in his grave.
As be felt the fobbing wave.

When the Cumberland went down.

And stern viklnes that lay,
A thousand years at rst,

In many a deejbiue bar
liei.ealh the liidiic's t rea&t,

Leap'd ou the cilvi r ands.
And shook their riuty '.tranda,

As the Cumberland went down.

Draining welcome in deep bowls
To their children, they, the brave,

Who had giveu royal
A starry flag to nave.

When deek were blotted red,
With the dring and the dead,

As the Cumberland weut down.

1M Conditions That Prevailed Be-fo- re

Thev Came on the Scene.

Repulsive Duties Heroically Performed
Under Stress and Strain, ami Some-

times at the Risk of Life.

Some poet once ventured to remark thai
The world knows nothing of its greatest

men." and be might have added with trntb,
"less of its noblest women." Solomora
ong to bis aweetheart. the church, is not

too highly attuned for praisa or the iplen-di-d

women nbo have spent their lives in
endeavor te lighten the hardens or hu-

manity, bat not many of these women have
found endnring plaees in history. More
particularly is this the case in the history
of the American people. Among women of
ail countries and clime throughout the
ages of human history, an intense and
passionate love of country,- - holding for the
time all other ties in abeyance, has been a
common trait of character, but in no in
staoce was this ever so conclusively dem-

onstrated as in the war of the rebellion. It
is impossible to overestimate the amount
of consecrated work they did. ' It was
not such a bard matter at the first for
men. buoyed np with enthusiasm, martial
tausio and the plaudits of the people to
march to the cannon's month under iron
hail, bat for the women who waited in
desolate homes it was the most exquisite
soflering. For them the san that set on
Sumter at the end of that mid April day
carried out into starless night the light of
their lives. Men had no time to think of
danger until it was pastor eternally too
late. In the dull round of existence in the
North, where all energies were paralyzed
for the first few months, days of anxiety
succeeded sleepless nights, and corroding
suspense ate its way into tender women's
hearts, leaving scars that timooan never
ell ace. Then the reaction set in. After giv-

ing all they had to give, husbands and lov-
ers, fathers and sons to feed the monster of
civil war. they proceeded to organize re-

lief for them, and they did it with a self-controll- ed

and rational consideration of
the wisest and best means of accomplish-
ing their purpose which astonished the
world. There was visible no mawkish
sentimentality, no spasmodic display of

elf-emulati- ng pride. They demonstrated
American women to be in high degree the
products and representatives of a new
social era and a new politioaldevelopment.
They forgot the ban of sex, the bar of
social custom. All other interests were
overshadowed by the one idea loyalty to
the flag and succor for its defenders.

There were many women whosbouldered
muskets and carried colors while storming
aredoubt or rallying stampeding forces;
n uvv uaiiuDU liiiuuit ouuiuciu anaui y3
and bivouacked on battle fields, bat while
the loyal heart will always applaud the
intense and passionate love of country
whirb led to these manifestation" of
patriotio real, there must ever remain a
uuestion of their expediency. A far nobler
thouuh less demonstrative manifestation
of patriotio devotion than this is that
which prompted women to go anion a the
nick and wonnded. to minister to them in
the held and hospital. To do this required
a force of character of a rare kind, said
tao who was speaking of the noble
work of the hospital nurses. They were
really heroines. They conquered their
feminine sensibility at the sight of blood
and wounds; their native antipathy to dis-
order, contusion and violence, snbdued the
rebellious delicacy of their more exquisite
senses, lived coarsely, and dressed and
slept rudely; they studied tV caprice of
men to whom their tie were simply hu-
man, men who wero often ignorant, feeble-
minded aud raving with ram and fever or
disgusting with neglected wounds and
mangled limbs. Their position was always
equivocal, open to criticism and suspicion,
and could be justified only by their unde-
niable and conspicuous merits.

IIEGINNING T1IK WOKK.
Though war had long been talked, no-

body believed that it would come to conllict
of arms, and Bull Kun's defeat shook np
the North like an earthquake's shook. It
also demonstrated the otter inadequacy of
the government hospital service in the
event of prolonged strife, which very few
anticipated even then, bat the women of
thu North bad been organizing for emer-
gency andcame directly to the front. Just
rive days after the fall of Suuitera soldiers'
aid society waa organized in Cleveland.
When the June rosea bloomed every loyal
State in the Union had societies of tbo'
taint nature, and the Secretary of War.
alter much importuning, bad given grudge
ing recognition to the great organization
known as the Sanitary Commission, of
which institution women were the main-
spring and the mechanism. The govern-
ment itemed to set dimly that it had
a large contract on its hands
and that women might do "to till ud the
chinks.' Thus it came about that Mis
Dorothea L. Dix. of Worcester, Mass., was
appointed by Secretary of War Cameron as
superintendent of femalu nnrses. MisslJix
wan a unmue character. She bad spent
several years in investigating the condi-
tion of prison, insane asylums and poor
houses, and was devoted to philanthropic
work, She was not alirge woman, and
looked to Lave a delicate constitution. She
was gifted with a low, sweet voice and
had wiuning ways, and her lace at that
time retaiued a remnant of girlish beauty.

L was tho embodiment of push and
energy, and had very little use for men.
whtit they bnd even less use for her. ami
the two never could work in harmony.
They were probably jealous of her power,
which was great; certainly impatient of
her authority, and accused ner of being
arbitrary, opinionated. Tcr and capri-
cious she was probably all of these,
bat. despito that tact, she was. withal,
sure to bo right, and very few men. or
women ruber, reached her ideal. Miss Dix
received no salary, devoted herself to
this graud work without remuneration. As
lurerintendent of female army nnrses Miss
Dix w as authorized to receive all applica-
tions and pass upon tue quali tications of
thotie desirous of taking upon themselves
the duties of hospital service.

In the mighty endeavor to push the aid
work much of tho hVrt wos misdirected,
and committee were finally appointed to
visit the hospital in r.ml around Washing-
ton and at e w hat coatd be done to remedy
existing evils in management of hospital
supplier Mrs. A. II. lloe and Mrs. Mary
A. Livermore, of Cbieago, wero auiong the
oamier. Mrs. Livermore said of her tour
among the I. capitals: 'Tho awful condi-
tion of the wounded and diseased soldiers
was appalling. The hospital arrangements
in t be. early p-t- of the war were Pitlfnl
and inadequate, as were the facilities lor
transportation. Any building was consid-
ered lit for a hospital, and the fluttering en-
dured by army patients in the unsuitable
hull" lllg llllK w'ii'CU tllV WffH frOWtlfilduring tho first j ear of the war can never
be etimated."

Belore the. wnr there was no such estab-
lishment as a central hospital in the urniy.
All military hospital were tost hospitals,
and tho largest contained forty beds. I here
was no trained elheient medical stall em-
ployed by the government, und no well-instruct- ed

nurses nor sir et kitchens.
Neither wm there a prompt supply of
proper medieinep, or means of humanely
trnnporting the sick and wounded.

The hi had been in progress nearly a
year and a half. Hull linn had been fol-
lowed by Fort lienry. Tort Donclson. Sht-lo- h.

Fort Pillow. Fair Oaks. Manassas and
Autiet.tm. Not withstanding the awiulslaughter of Fniou men in tho battles
mentioned, the government seemed to
be absolutely paraiyzed so far
as looking altrr the sanitary condi-
tion if its troop mtws ccucru'-ti- . A soldier
wrote fro::i the raran hospital near Wash-
ington, under date Nov. 12. ItCl: "Dur,hospital Htu mt bad that the men light
against being scut to them. They will not
go until they are compelled, and many
brave It out and die in camp. 1 really be.
lievo they are mora comfortable and hotter

Tort Dodge Home.

rules. In ths Nebraska Home at Grand
Island the soldiers, sailors, their dependent
wives, children and widows were once taken
esre of. The privileges were disgracefully
abused and were curtailed until now only
wives, widows and army nurses who have
passed fifty can gain admittance. Sixty-seve- a

are cared for. In Wisconsin wives aad widows-ar- e

admitted to the home at Wonpaca, where
the cottage system is in vogue. It ssems to'
work sdmira' ly.

Tbe State Home of Kansas fs nnlike any of
the other homes. It is the only State home in
which Congros has recognized and provided
for othera than disabled soldiers and sailors as
beneficiaries. It is domiciled in the old Fort
Dodge bui dings, purchased from ths govern-
ment for the purpose by Lewis Post of Dodge
City. It now comprises 347 acres. Tbe old
buildings were constructed nearly twenty-fiv- a

years ago of brown sandstone taken from sand-
hill quarries ner by. They are grouped in reg
ular barrack fashion along three eidea of a reo--.
tangle, the fourth sloping gently to the Ar-
kansas river, a few rods distant The home is
run on the family plan. Veteram and their
dependent wives, widowa and minor children
are admitted. The single men have small
rooms in tbe old barracks, which has been
nicely fitted up for their comfort, and eat at
the uie6S table. Prttty cottages, now number-
ing thirty, are fitted uo for tbe families. They
are neat one-sto- ry structures, with three rooms,
closets and cellar. They are completely fur-
nished for occupancy. There is a regular store
and storekeeper aud the list of edibles fur-
nished embraces everything in tbe market,
green, suited, canned, picketed cr preserved.
Each family selects on Saturday what will b
needed lor the week. There is no limit to
quantity or number of articler. There is agord
scboolhcuee where the fifty children are taught
by two teachers. Most of the laud is under
cultivation. This bom has no steam plant,
the primitive method of lighting .by kerosene
Is followed and ths water power is a windmill.
The grounds about the bouses and on ths pa-
rade ground are trrais sown, but there nrs no
trees of any size within five miles. Two things
strike the stranger, the ocean of unfleoked bine
sky, ths illimitable expanse of billowing prc irie.
It is truly a frontier soldiers' heme. It has ac-
commodations for 20 More than tvro-tbird- s

of tbo inmates are women and children. The
men are uniformed in blue with a sunflower
button. All are clothed, boused, fed and doe
tored without expense to themselves.

The inmates of the State soldiers' hemes
number about G.000; in the National Home-exclu- sive

of the Washington Home nearly
15,100. As to tbe future of the homes, compe-
tent official experts predict that the maximum
will not be reached before It? 5, if even then.
In the State homes the maximum will not be
reached much before 1805 or laier.

SHOTS OX THE SKIRMISH LINE.

Connecticut sent to the war one-tent- h of Isr
population and 13,000 more than her quota
of men.

The Fifth Army Corrs participated in eighty-si- x

battles and beats the record. No flag can
contain them a!!.

General Phil Kearney was the first American
oliioer ever decorated with the legion of honor
by Emp:ror Nepoleon.

Jan. 20, 1S01, Je:Jersoa Davis and the other
Senators from Mississippi, Alabama aod Flor-
ida, withdrew from the Senate of the United
State?.

Eiias Hepner, who was shot and.killed In si
row in Leadvillc, Col., In 1HSI, was the last
rebel to lay down his arms. Ho was a Tennes-
see guerrilla.

The Fifty-sixt- h Ohio and Thirty-fourt- h In-
diana reguneuts took the first Lattery at the
battle of Port Ciibeon, and to them is accorded
the first victory in the Vickaburg campaign.

Governor Harris, of Tennessee, in reply to
President Lincoln's first call for 75,0i0raea
said: "Tennessee has not one man for coercion,
but fifty thoueand for the defense of her South-
ern brethren."

The first time during the war that a passen-
ger train was o iptured and robbed was in Feb-
ruary, lftGi. when tbe rebe s got bold of the Bal-
timore express train for Wheeling, near II ear-neyayil- le,

W. Va.

The most daring and desperate set of the
war by any battery has been credited by both
Union and confederates to Lattery D, Fifth
United States Artillery, aud occurred at the
battle of Spottsylvania, May 13, 1S04,

Wben the war broke out there were six
hundred oliicers in the regular army of the .

United States, and 26 of thtm resigned their
commissions aud entered tbe confederacy army,
lorming nearly tbe whole stall of that army.

The first woman killed in the war was Mrs,
Judith Henry, a confirmed invalid of eighty.
Her home, the home of the Henrys for nearly
a century, stood nearly in the center of ths
battlefield oi first Hull ilun and ths house was
riddled with shot and shell. Mrs. Henry was
killed by an exploding shell, and waa buried
on the west side of the farm, where her son
still lives and keeps her grave bright wita
flowers.

On the 13th of February, 1S61. in the pres-
ence of the Senate and lious of Keprt-seota-tives- .

John C. Ureckinndge, Vice President of
the United States, declared Abraham Lincoln
duly elected President of the United fcUies,
Mr. Breckintldge had himself bsen a formid-
able candidate in that memorable race for the
presidency as ths representative ot a faction
which bad predetermined to make that electioa
the occaaiou of breaking in pieces tbe govern.
ment of which they had so long had aluioit ah.
solute control.
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Hoke Sun lib's Action.
Philadelphia rress.

Secretary Hoko Smith's change in hit
pension policy is a little belated, it should
have been mnde w hen the first case arose
nnder it. as the injustice of cutting oil m

man's pension, without giviim hltn a
chance to defend it ts self-evide- nt and
most flagrant. Now that it is resolved to
suspend no oue except his papers show oa
their face that ho is not entitled to a pen
sion. the Pension ilureau should In de-
cency and justice restore all the pensioners
who have been suspended without a bear-
ing and ou other grounds than the msulli-cienc- y

of their papers. When men are
drawing a pension without a legal right to
do tbis they ought to be cut oil tbe pension
list, tint the fact that they are nulawlnlly
enrolled should te indubitably established
before. th knife f.tlls. if the papers in tho
case hhow conclusively that the beneficiary
is drawing a pension to which be has no
lawful claim, that is suflicient reasou foi
striking hia nnue immediately from the
pension roll. Hat with the Pmsioti UIMco

in hostile hands there is reason to fear that
technical and unsubstantial delectsin tbo
paper will be hid a suflicient reason for
throw. ng out meritorious aud rightful pen-stone- is.

Ths UmI l iterary Ceuter.
Minneapolis Tribuue.

Tho Boston papers want to know wbere.
the literary comer is if it has forsaken Bos-

ton. Like the population tenter, it is
6omewherein Indiana. If yon doubt it
ask thefell.iw townsmen ot Lew Wallace
or James Wbitcomb Kilcy.

Th Cuntldrl Quloey.
New Yf rk Commrro al Adrerti-e- r.

Jonah Qnincy would resign in a minute,
don't you know, only he is so afraid tbe
country could uot get along without httu.

A Southern I'rrdlction,
Chsr'.eston New nit Coar er.

The country is too big to hold together.
It is not pleasing to ' loyal" ears to hear
this, but it appears to be truo.

day, to remain in their tireless and bedless 1

"""W"
FIELD HOSPITAL

tents. Of all this Mrs. Livermore said:
"och destitution, squalor and helpless-
ness 1 never beheld."

This was the condition of affairs when
tho women took hold of tho hospital
service in 1V6J. but up to that time, because
of no organized effort, not much had been
done except to crowd hospital wards with
women nnrses, who, having no authority,
weie simply "superior nurses," unable to
correct glaring evils, save in a few notable
instances. Mother tiickerdyke, who was
in the held as early as May, 1S61, would
have quarreled with Presideut Lincoln bad
he opposed her cherished plans, but that
he never did. She had to appeal to him
several times over the general of the
armies and never failed to get what she
wanted. Miss Amy Bradley was another
who came near ranking the general. Then,
in rapid eussession. come Miss Clara liar-to- n.

Mrs. Mary Morris Husband, Mrs. Adelia
New, Mrs. Sarah P. Kdson, Mrs. Kliza
C. Porter, Mrs. Fanny L. L'icketta and Mrs.
John Harris. These women went ahead,
and did what they thought to be right.
They had no desire to be known as law-
breakers, but they tied government red
tape into such hardknots that government
othcials bad to cut it into very smal loieces
sometimes to make it cover the depredations
of these loyal women, who, week in and
week out. for four loug years, found their
work within hearing of tbe enemy's guns,
and often in sight of them. Sometimes
retreating Onion lines would leave the
rudely-constructe- d hospitals within range
of the enemy's guns, and bursting shells
would finish the dread work begun at some
earlier period of the engagement.

The field hospitals were so crude that
they hardly deserved so kind a name, but
woman's ministrations helped to make

,them better. Mrs. Eliza C. Porter, of Illi-
nois, who was closely associated with
Mother llickerdyke in all her work, was
with her at the battle of liiogold. Ga.,
where, at General Logan's headquarters,
they took caro of the wounded as they
were brought from the field. In an old let-
ter of Mrs. Porter's the following descrip-
tion of these incidents conuected with that
one field was found: "The hospitals were
quickly and roughly prepared in the for-
est, as near the field as safety would per-
mit. What a scene was presented. Pre-
cious sons of Northern mothers, beloved
husbands of Northern wives were already
here to undergo amputation, to have
wounds probed and dressed, or broken
limbs set and bandaged. Some were writh-
ing nnder tbe surgeon's knife, but
bore their sutTerings bravely and
uncomplainingly. There were many
who considered their wounds slight,
such as a shot through the hand
arm or leg, which, but for the contrast
with severer oases, would seem dreadful.
Never was presence of women more joy-
fully welcomed. It was touching to son
those precious boys looking np into our
faoea with Riich hope and gladness, as Mrs.
lieckerdyk and myself assisted in dress-
ing their wounds. We assisted in the oper-
ations, too. After doing what we could in
hospital No. 1 to render the condition of
the poor fellows tolerable, wo proceeded to
No. 2 and did what we could tner distrib-
uting our sanitary comforts in tho most
economical manner, so as to make them ao
as far as possible. We found that what
we brought In the ambulance was giving
untold comfort to our poor, exhausted,
wounded men whose rough hospital
couches were made of pi no boughs, with
the stems cat out, spread upon the ground,
over which their blankets were thrown.
This forms tbe bed; the poor fellows'
blouses, saturated with their own blood,
is their only pillow, their knapsacks being
left behind, when they went Into battle."

WOMEN AT WKK.
Out doors, nnder a burning sun, a camp

fire was set burning, and in a kettle such
as they could find, and of no great capac-
ity, they made cotiee and mush, cooked
dried fruit and vegetables, toiling unwear-iedl- y

through the long, hot days and far
into the nights. While caring for tbe thou-
sands of wounded and dead at this battle
these heroic women who bad prototypes
in almost every field hospital in the war-sl- ept

on a bed composed of dry leaves, over
which was spread a rubber blanket, with a
loarse blauket such as the soldiers carried
tn cover them. Froui Kingston, Ga.. Mrs.
Porter wrote: "We have received, fed and
comforted at this hospital during the past
week between four thousand and live thou-
sand mon. and still they come! All the
food and clothing havo passed under our
supervision, aud, indeed, every garment
has been given out by our bunds. Almost
every article of special diet has been
cooked by Mrs. liickerdyke personally, and
ail Iims been superintended by her.''

Mm. Livermore and Mrs. Hogo went into
the tield hospitals with the other brave
women and made soup, administered med-
icines, prnyed with the dying, wrote let-
ters for the helpless, folded quiet hands
over pulseless hearts and saw that the dead
bad decent burial. While these earnest
women labored together first in one field
and then in another, they thought out and
talked over plans whereby the) oould
bring about reforms in the hospital service
in both camp and field. They saw plaitily
that what was done must be worked out
by the people through tbe channels of the
aid societies and the Sanitary Commission.
Thousands of women were otlering their
services as nurses, bur. in the chaotic con-
dition of altairs. with the- - government
actually obstructing the way to more olii-cie- nt

work, there was nothing for the
women to do and nothing to pay them
with if they did work. The government
even begrudged them "room and board."

The women sent to the seat ot war de-
cided unanimously thattbe thing to do
was to rouse the North to do its duty by
tbe Sanitary Commission. So back to tho
North they went. They lectured and wrote

laid out in wide avenues which wind among
the trees and have borders of beautiful flowers.
A forty-acr- e woodland park along ths Missis-sinew- a

river has rustic chairs and benches,
made by the veterans, scattered through it.
The Marion Home, though young, hsa a splen-
did start, aud will be one of the most beautiful
of the seven before many years.

The geueral life of the veterans In tbe na-
tional homes is designed to be as comfortable
and agreeable as it can he msde. The men are

ll.utk Ave. tne, Marlon, Ind., llonie.

uniformed in the army blue, housed, fed, at-
tended when ill and supplied with all the
creature comforts and mental entertainments
practicable in such circumstances. On rising
the veterans take breakfast, iLta stroll about,
smoke, read, chat or play gsi.tej till dinner.
After that the lounge and amus themselves at
will till suppertime. Theu they spnd a few
hours in various diversions, and in due time
retire to comfortable beds iu well-aire- d dormi-torit- s.

Each member is allowed the greatest
personal liberty compatible with good order
and the general welfare.

It is an interesting eight to seo the veterans
at meals iu the great dining hails. The East-
ern branch dining room seats CS'i men at once,
the Central 2.023, the Wettern 1,100, aud th
othera somewhat ies. The bill of fare has
everything in its season and ischanged weekly.
The hospital fare is iu charge of the surgeou.
Mod of the old fellows never were so well fed
before in their lives. The kitchens where the
food is prepared for. the larger homes are
worth a vuit. Hugo copper cauldrons, as
bright as a new penny, are n?ed for cooking
vegetables end the ranges are leviathans. An
ox would feel lonesome in the cavernous
ovens. The dining rooms are as clean as
scoured htrd wood can be made, and Ihe long
rows of tables aro set with precision only made
possible by the visible presence of brass-heade- d

tacks, which locate to a splinter the exact posi-
tion of plate, bow:, carter, sirup cup and mus-
tard pot.

The inmates are in no cass compelled to
work, although in each branch are workshops
where the mcchanioal arts ars pursued with
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Jtlarshalltown Home,

proper compensation by those so inc':nd.
Unfortunately the majority will cot work a id
can't be induced to. The consequent iacc of
occupation and purpose makes the men men-
tal and physicalwrecks .ong before their time.

STATE HOMES.
Beside the ieven branches of ths National

Home there are twenty States that have estab-
lished State homes, where the sick and dis-
abled veterans within the borders are taken
eare of, boosed, fed, olothed and doctored ex-
actly as in the national institutions.

Among the first established was the Iowa
State Home, located at Marshalltown. Its
buildings are of beautiful design and artistio
finish, surrounded by grounds laid cut in ave-
nues and traveled paths wtih and
Uowers interspersed. It has li? a y, chapel,
places of amusement, ambulance lor the veter-
ans to rids in and its roomy buildings in which
about 400 are oared for are constructed on
strictly scientific pUns. The State Sold.eifc
Home of New York ia at liath, and its
spacious and haudsome buildings accommo-
date veterans. The State Iloma at Quiucy,
III., ia a ao a beautiful pia-- e where 650 veter-
ans in comfort and quitt await the muster out,

Tne South Dakota Horns is at Hot Spr ng,
in tbe midst of a ruggedly pioiuresque land-
scape. It :s about. 3,'CO feet above sea level
and its hundred inmatss have the benefit of'
the wonderful hot medicinal springs. Its on
big build. eg is a substantial allair of fine white
ettnJstone aud can accommodate 225 men. The
M te Home of Minnesota is at Minnehaha. No
art can enhance or strengthen the impressive-nei- s

ol the scene in which the home is set. Its
15 J inmates ought to be happy. 'Ihe Michigan
liorn-- , with substantial barracks for 5 0. is lo-

cated at Grand llapids. The Ohio State Home
at Sandusky is one o.' the show spots of the
State. Its fine blue limestone buildings quar-
ter i00 veterans. Pennsylvania's home at Erie
takes cure of about 600. Tne Vermont Home
at Bennington has fifty inmates. The New
Hampshire Home at Tilton has about ths tame
number as Vermont. Tbe Womau'a Ueliof
Corps of tbe Stats furnished the quarters in
good substantial style. The Massaehusetts
Home at Cnelsea has accommodations for
something over two hundred.

The Jthode Island Home comprises 110 acres,
on the historic hills back of Bristol and over.

The ever-swellin- g pension rolls are ona evi-

dence of gratefulness; and while money can-

not be called adequate compensation for the
injuries sustained in the civil war, it has its
consolations and certainly feuds' to make life
easier for thousands who would else inhabit
poorbouses. Add to actual money reimburse-
ment the splendid national and State homes,
and the United States towers above all the na-

tions of the earth in her care and solicitude
for the old soldier. Up to the present time
the government has been in the hands of the
people, who lore and honor the defenders of
the flag, and no appeal in their behalf has been
unheeded, but. "The old order chaugeth, yield-
ing place to new," and the signs of the the
t:mes are that loyaity to flag end country are
no lougpr passports to favor when the Con-
federacy is in the saddle. Fortunately the
home is an established fact.

The Central Home, and the first one estab-
lished, is located at Dayton, 0., and is one of
the picturesque places of the country, it cov-

ers nearly a section of land aud has accommo-
dations for 5,000 veterans. A more ideally
beautiful spot never existed. Tbe grounds
are diversified with parks and lakes, eaves and
grottoes. Fountaius sparkle in the sunlight
and flowers of all hues brighten every portion
of the domain, which is traversed by thirty-tw- o

miles of broad avenues, each one named
for a State. The buildings are elegantly de-

signed, and as nearly as possible sre perfect in
sanitary and scientific appliances. The Day-

ton Home is a small government in itself, ruled
by a Governor. It has everything that goes to
make a first-clas- s city, with the industries of a
city, including hospitals, chapels, postofiic-- ,
blacksmith shop, bakehouse, carpenter, knit- -

Itrmcli t Marlon, Ind., Home.

tiog. harness, pint, shoe, suipeuder aud
tailor shops. There is a library with over
eighteen thousand volumes in it, and newspa-
pers from all over the world; they have a tine
theater, a bookbinder aud a printing ofrice.
The buildings are steam heated and lighted
with natural gas. Wide verandas around the
pavilions, hospital and barracks afford delight-
fully coo retreats in summer. The hospital
has ample accommodation and skilled attend-
ants, aud if surrouuii:igs bare any efleci the
old buliet wounds and saber s a3hes have
strong rivals for attention iuside tbe well-ke- pt

wards.
For amusements there is the museum, the

art gallery, billiard hall, shooting gallery, in-

deed it matters not what the predilection tbe
tuau must bo worse than a crank who fails to
find his soul's sincere desire some place about
that splendid home.

THE NATIONAL BRANCHES

There are six branches of ths National Home,
the tar Eastern one being at Togus, Me., where
2,500 men oin be taken care of. Its grounds
are artist o, aud a well-kep- t deer park is one of

its prominent features. There are also fine
greeuhouses.

The Southern Home is at Hampton, Va.
This is the place for the veterans whose lungs
don't enjoy tho rigors of Northern winters.
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Mess 1111 Kl'ehe.i ..t 4 Uarrneks.

The buddings are hUlona. A marble a.ao set
in the wall in one of the galleries relates that
it was dedicated in 154 as the "Chesapeake
Female Seminary." Ihe buil lings are low,
old-fashion- a flairs aud the grouods are
washed by the blua Atlantic. There are about
2.500 veterans there, and always a long list
waiting a transfer to Hampton.

The Milwaukee Home, which carea for about
2,500, is known as the Northern branch. It is
in a wildly picturesque country, amoug thickly
wooded hillf, and comprises 410 acres. These
grounds cost $100,000, and every dollar of the
money was raised by the loya women of Mil-

waukee and turned over to the government as
an itniuceinent to locate the hme there. The
buildings are mussive but plaiu, and stand in
the center of well arranged grounds, bright-
ened with ilowers. fountains and lakes.

The Western branch is near Fort Leaven-
worth, in Kansas, in a picturesque and healthy
spot, li stands high up ou wooded hilisoter-lookin- g

the Missouri river, and gives a view of
an expanse o( prairie, and upland dells such as

dishes to temnt the noor wounded wrfitrhAn
held legs and arms while the surgeons
sawed them off, washed wounds, held
hands while death's shadow crept over
mangled bodies, and in every way proved
themselves to be ministering angels.

IIOKKOH8 OF GETTYSBURG.
At Gettysburg the scene after the battle

was indescribable, yet into its blood
drenched tield went the women on their er-
rand of mercy. The rebels had left eight
thousand wonnded to the tenderness and
meicy of those whose homes, a few days
before, they had threatened to burn, aud
whose government, liberty and Constitu-
tion they hoped to see topple into the dost.
More than PiOOOlcyal men wero wounded,
so that on tuat held wero 22,000 sutieriug.
bleediug. dyiug men. They were in want
of everything that can comfort, assuage
pain, or lift and illuminate tbe shadow
that came over them us they went down
into the dark valley. The two armieshad marched for many a long, hotday under a broiling sun andthrough clouds of dust. From June 1",
wnen the federal general broke camp atFalmouth, till the 4th of July, when the
issue had beeu met and decided, it had
been one swift succession of long, forced
marches, growing longer ond more etrenu-ou- s,

to end only in tbe forces beingplunged
into the bloodiest battle of tho war.
The sun shone fiercely on the dusty
landscape, its rugged outline splattered
with blood and unshaded by a friendly
tree. There the 2J.000 wounded lay no
food, or help or cheer of any kind except
such as the women oould give. Tho medi-
cal corps had moved southward with thearmy, expecting another great battle near
tbe Potomac, and tbo greater part of the
Immense duty of caring for all these
wounded devolved on voluntary chanty,
tbe unpaid goodness of those hundreds of
noble souls, both men aud women, whowere seeking no reward but an approving
conscience and the ' linal benedic-
tion, "Inasmuch as ye have doneit unto one of these." While
the battle was raging the work ofgathering the wounded began, and the
tield hospitals were soon hlled. while allkinds of makeshifts to shelter the woundedand dying were resorted to. It was a noble
work, indeed, that the women did here.They made soup by tbe barrel! ul. and cotieein the same generous quantity, to revivethe famished aud thirsty men who werebrought in ulive, and, as fast as possible,
belped to wash and dress the wounded.For four long weeks in that hot July andAugust they kept np this work, aud hun-
dreds of men owe their lives today to theperson 1 care of self sacriiiciug' women,
who la ored in the field hospitals at Gettys-
burg.

Another branch of tbe hospital service inwhich women were tho most prominent
factors was the 'hospital transport" serv-
ice. When the Army of the Potomao re-
moved from tho high lauds about Washing-
ton to the low. marshy and miasmatioregion of the Peninsula, it required butlittle discernment to predict that exteu-siv- e

sickness would prevail among
the troops. This, and the certaintyof sanguinary battles soon to ensue, which
would multiply the wounded beyond allprevious precedents, set the Ssauitary Com-
mission, aud more particularly the women
connected with it. to begging tbe Quartermast-
er-general to allow the commission to
take in hand some of the steamboats of bisdepartment, of which a large number wereat tbo time lying idle, to fit them up andfurnish them in ail respects suitable for
the reception and care of sick und woundedmen, providing surgeons and other neces-
sary attendsnne without cost to the gov-
ernment. After tedious delays a grudging
consent was given, but the government
was vacillating in its management of these
vessels, and otten took thorn away fromthe commission just when partially or
wholly fitted up. on the plea of requiring
them for some other purpose, und assign-ing another vessel, often poorly adapted to
theirservice. on board of which tho Isbor
of fitting and supply must again be under-gone, when that, too, would be with-
drawn. The government nover did do
its duty by its sick and wounded, and whatit did accomplish was upon such a red-tap- e

military basis that it wa impossible to
give the patients anything like home care.
A great deal of the time the government
hospitals were hardly better than prions,
because of unscrupulous contractors and
time-serve- rs who joined issue in treachery
and stealing. Owing to this course of thegovernment the hospital transports were
often places of fiendish torture.

A SHOCKING riCTUUE.
Mrs. Harris, who went on board the Von-derbi- lt

at Fair Oaks, which boat was at
that time turned over for hospital trans-
port service, describod the awful condition
of the sick and wonnded as follows: "Sev-
eral women were assigned to each of these
hospital boats. And. oh. the work we
found ready for us. When we went on tho
Vanderbilt eight hundred men were on
board, and no preparation had been made
for them. Passage ways, state room,
floors, from the dark and fn tid
hold to the burricauo deck, were
all more than filled; soma on mattresses,
some on Markets, others on straw; some inthe death struggle, others ueuring it; Homealready beyond human sympathy and help;
eoine in their biood as they had beenbrought from the battlefield of the Sab-
bath previous, and all huugry and thirsty,
not having had any thing to eat or drink,
except hard crackers, for twenty-fou- r
hours. Thus these mammoth Uoating hos-
pitals were coming in from day to day with
their precious cargoes. Without previous
notice they anchor and send to the medical
director for supplies which it would ha ex--


